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From

The lhief Editor

In this issue we look behind the scenes of gvants, ploces and processas
that coniribute to the preduction of The Leoder. Many things hove been
cut, refined, changed and hotly debated before the mogazine gets into
your maoilbox.

The smooth, erderly poges you are looking of belie the many things
wa take for granted but are actually good stories. One example being
the ‘old faithful’ roof tiles thot have been crowning the old buildings
in USM for more than half a century.

Similarly, the students’ newspapers Berita Kampus is much rooted in
the freedom of expression that hove given rise to the pioneering paper
GRASISWA, a paper that few of our current students may be aware of.
It started from o simple, humble idea to communicate.

Droining the Mire is about how the engineering compus was reclaimed
from o water-logged land mired in viscous mud whenever it rained.
The Nome Gome atfempts to redirect the reader’s ottention to the more
natural (sustainable?) species names given by locals even if these may
not fit into the occepted 'scientific nomenclature’

The editors of The Leoder hove often been chided for tending o hog
the past. While wa make all attempts to criss-cross time and geographical
borders, we need fo communicate our past to the younger and
future generations. | believe that a firm understanding of our
haeritage con help guide us in the building of o sustainable fulure:
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Whaot Soy We...

Very informative magazine. i is @ challange to work on this type of periodical which

has coptured the interasis of readers. Try gefiing the views of financial experts {USM

Alumni of course] on what can ba done to further improve the magazine's finance,
etc.

Mathan Govindosarmy

B, A, ‘B2

Expand the Keeping Track seciion to include more of those who hove become
‘the leaders’.

Mtigah Abd Rohim
B. 5¢. Ed. '0B
Chief Edi
e mmlnﬂlﬂun Tock o leader because of his/her imporant ato
society. If we define Mumrmmnlﬁtrihanwmenddnimj fo thase who \
hove amerged as Mnmrmﬂanmumm&mhmﬂﬁm field.

Increase the number of orticles in Bohase Malaysia to emphasise the use of the

nafional languoge. | feel it is not wrong far this mogozine fo have its contents in both
Bahasa Maloysic and English.

Mor Afidah Mohd Amri

B. A '06

Chief Editar replies... -

The edicrial team Imvites contribution in Bohaso Maloysio oo but af this junchure,
wmﬁngwﬁhhm%n%hemﬂmﬂrbnnmmmmm
alumni o write about thelr experiences an campus, for examgle.

| read The Leader everytime it arrives on my desk. It is commendable that o small
group of USM's alumni strives so hord fo strengthen the bond between alma mates
and alumni. From the nomes of the editorial board, | remember Talhah, Munirah
and Homima, Congratulations fo them and oll the afhers for your outstanding effort
and achievement, It would be good if The Leader could become dwibahasa {two
languages espacially since there are many grodugtas from the ninefies onwards who
may be more comfarable with Bohasa Malaysia rather than English. Perhaps ot some
point in the future you could look at how LISh's post grads have fored especially
ihose who did higher degrees in the vorious sciences.
Chandra Muzafior
. Soc. 5c. T4

| was delighted 1o see my picture in Keeping Track; we chould retain this
section as a parmanent featura. | wish o commend the article on “Redeerning
the Koduk® as it is informative a3 well os reflective of USM's research info
herbal medicine. The other article "On All Aceounts” was well written giving
a good description of Puon Mawan Nooraini Ismail whom | hod worked
for previously.
Rohaya Baharum @ Harun
B. Soc. 5¢. 07

Thank you LUSM| To these responsible for producing The Leader, you ore the best.
Alvin Lea Sza Howe
B.E.'0O8




Greening Them Early

A drawing and colouring competition was organised by Pajabat Pemajuan
dan Perhubungan Alumni [PPPA) invalving pre-schoal and primary school
children, cged 4 unfil ¥ years, in conjunction with the one-week school break
in March. The 13 participants, all children of LI5M staff, were given o drowing
and demonstroted their prowess and creativity by putting colour and
adding images to it in keeping with the ‘green’ theme and sustainability.

In its effort to sprend owareness for the ‘green’ compoign, PPPA plans to
hold such competifions during future school holidays by extending porficipation
fo include those from outside the compus community,

Anjung Budi cpened it doors in March 2009 with Pejobat Pemajuan dan
Perhubungan Alumni [PPPA] as anchor tenant. PPPA has been paying
meticulous cftention towards the maintenance of the building and its
surrounding oreo as o conducive workploce and creating o congeniol
atmosphere for those who frequent the cofeteria os well as for networking
among alumni. The landscaping of the open area between the cofeteria
and rear porch was undariaken in Jonuary together with mainfenance of

the open deck,

Hi-tea

A hi-tea was held on 1 April ot Anjung Budi in oppreciation of the
efforts by the orgonising committes in the Global Higher Education
Forum 2009 which waos hald from 13 to 16 December 2009. Thera
were about 100 orgonising committee members and staff from the
Maotional Higher Education Research Institute (IPFTN) whao turned up
for the event,

Herbs for Health

LIS Alumni Association hosted a Minggu Sihat Sejahiera (Health
Week) at Anjung Budi from 27 1o 29 Agpril with the parficipation
of nine stalls selling health products. As port of the seven-hour
pragramme starfing from 10 om each day, medical personnel
from Pusat Sejohtera provided free medical check-up fo visitors.

Text by Sow Cheamng Kee and Yomng Check Yoon.
Photogrophs by Yong Check Yoon, Khainud Anuor Zoinon and Asnizol Hoidy Josni.
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Text and photographs by
Rusli Jamaluddin

= || ometimes things that are obvious are

|| also the easiest to overlook. The old
: roofs of Minden Barrack buildings
are one instance where they help to project
the ageing buildings in an aura of grand and
conspicuous eminence on the campus scene.
Their roof tiles have resisted years of
weathering. Nothing is comparable to the
warm red clay tiles that only come with age.
Although appeared weather-stained, these
red tiles add some of the ambience and color
to the old Minden Barracks.

Root files to o building are as important as our hair o
our looks! Like hats, roof tiles provide profection fram
the elements. They keep out the roin, offer shade from
the sun and they ore foshion statements giving clues fo
the status of the buildings. These roof files are nevertheless
subtle [becouse they are usuolly beyond visual scrutiny),
practical in opplication, comforting to the building's
occupants, ofen ‘eco-friendly’, and also durable
considering their direct exposure to the elaments.
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Wm B oo o cutint (IR RIS o s ol buildings
(Fhotegraph courlesy of Centre of Instructional Technology ond Mullimedia [PTPM], USM)

if we scrutinise the stacks of tiles piled up ot buildings
under renovation on campus in the recent construction
frenzy, we find that interesting stories can be exdoliated
from these files, Eoch of these heavy terma cotta pieces
has a story that spanned moma than 150 years! Anyway,
these are the broinchild of o missionary who provided
locals with jobs and the 'praduct’ of this man could
be found on many buildings here in Minden Boracks.

A brief note from my ‘scovenger hunts’ while profiling
the mysterious personality whom | had always wonted
fo know, revealed: “Sported o moustache ensconced
above the lip and a well-trimmed beard wisps owoy
from his chin. He has lively and alert eyes and o lean

afflvent noble-look with a love to clad in black-and- The pressure of over development ond unsympothetic
white suits,”

rencvation i o threof fo the ald roof tiles

Soma sources aftribuied the establishment of the Basal
Mission Tile Works in 18460 to o German missionory
named Plebof. However, the name hos raised many
questions os Plebot is not a German nome and his
identity has been elusive.

The nome Basal Mission is derived from the name of
fhe Swiss cify lying at intersection of the Swiss, French
and Garman bordars.

The first production line was located by the banks of
Gurupura ond Methrovathi rivers in India. Subsequently,
more praduction plants mushroomed in Jeppo, Calicut,
Kudroli, Malpe, Codeocal, Phalgat and Feroka. The

Euﬂm*lﬂ‘ﬂﬂ Tile Factory on the bank of N;';';WH River tiles get I'|'|e!ir charocteristic red |:|:||f_':ur due to the high
content of iron compound found in the clay of those
areds.
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t & said that the humidity of the sumownding produdfion
sites and the quality clay evailable ensures that each
file weighs about 2 kilogram and %5 per cent of the
files are not brittle. Since then, the Bosel Mission
became a household name when it comes to hearth
products, not only in India, but even had them exported
to the Straits Setilements, Eost Africo, the Middle-Eost,
Europe, Sumatra and Australia.

The continuing success is a fair tribute to the quality
of the manufacturing process that is still in vse. The
pug mill and the crushing machine ara driven by o
12-horsepower steom engine by Marshall & Sons, of
Goinsborough, England and the process for pressing
files is done by hand.

The ‘Basel Mission Potent 18485" and the "Pound Mark
are the two prevalant root tiles thot define the old
Minden Borrocks skyline. Both ore the symbols of
uncompromising toughness and shll encapsulating its
charocter and pristine gualifies. The same warm ‘hearty
glow’ of the tiles hos greeted many for more than 72
years, For those who hove associoted with the tiles
either as roofers or residents of these buildings, they
are likely fo testfy thot the tiles ore as fough as proverbial
nails and able to maintain the insides of the building
at a constont temperature becousa they conduct heot
very slowly ond dissipate it relatively tost,

The Pound Mark® red clay tie
(Source: Indien Trade Mark

The simplicity of form and Ih‘ﬂpl makas the Hle '
ideal for funneling and draiging water from ool r
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The roof of Rumah Tetomuy (Guast House) lends on oir of old world charm

Ex-Development Engineer af USM, Ir Foong Yee Chye who
tormerly served with Stondard Insfitute Maoloysio [now known
as Standards ond Industrial Research Institule of Malaysia or
SIRIM) hos provided me with unexpecied coroboration.

"The old clay files,” he explained, "have a Closs-A fire-roting
and none will burn. That means that there is little chance for
a tire to ever start on the rooft trom the outside.”

Enlightened woices have olso spoken in the past about the
importance of their presence. The late Tan 56 Hamzah Sendut
once pennad his stand in an informal memorondum fo
Ir Feong that affirmed *...what we hove, we must hold.” He
eulogized the old cloy files as “indestructible” ond “without
them Minden campus would have a lot less charm.”

The coution bears relevance on the current situation. These
Basel Mission tiles are going fo serve Minden buildings many
maore years given their integrity and their known service on
many buildings elsewhere in the world. They are certainly
made to last and not last to make as seen from their track
record. Wea just need to put them bock where they belong and
let them continue their dutiful service without forcefully
‘pensioning” them to oblivionfd

Duespite the original roof files being heat resistont,
they also absorb solor rodiotion

These roofs ore designed for tropical weather os
they droin woter sasly during hedvy downpsur

Rusli Jomoluddin is curently o fecturer of the School of Housing, Building ond Planning, USM.

He can ba moched ot rj hbpusmiEhohoo.oom
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Arkwnrk By Alne Chin

Shohrill Romli @ Romli
B. 5c. ‘07

Sharifah Dorweeno Syed
Ahmad Amir Feisal
B. 5c. ‘07

Photographs courtesy of
Haotta Azod Khan



Just Anather Day

A scane fram Pi Moi Pi Mai Tang Tu

(Source: wwas Igpdb.com)

k.
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Hafta with Othman Haofsham
and Usman Awang .

“| modelled the sitcom after several American
productions of the day which involved live oudiences
of no less than 100 people during the shooting,” he
soid.

Such productions are tougher becousa if requires oclors
to go through stage training fo familiarise themselves
with the charocters and to execute accurale punch
lines! This method known as the intemational standard
of theatrical chronology thus mode its debut in Malaysia,

Hetia had the financial back-up from Othman Hafsham
who also served os the producer. The strategy produced
an impressive quality sifcom.

“Hofsham and | were the only fwo direciors of that
tima who dared to record the sitcom in front of live
oudiences becouse we wanted io copiure sponfoneous
lawghter,” he said, odding that tha success was also
affributed to the contribution by talented ociors and
team work.

Hotta soid Hafsham and he share the same concepts
about things end this enables them to generate
refrashing ideas for new projects.

red colloguial use of various Malay dialects,
was the creation of Prof Hatta Azad Khan. It Is a reflection
of how ordinary people coped with life in their stride
and that attracted a large following of falthful fans to
ensure that the sitcom remained on air for 18 vears.

Pi Mai Fi Mai Tong Tu produciion was more expensive
to produce os compared with conventional ones,
Among the reasons ara that fo record four episcdes,
the crew took around 10 1012 days to complele ond
buses hod to be arranged to transport the audience
fo the studio to record unprompled rupturous loughter
instead of using canned laughter.

Malaysia is still much for behind Singopore, let alone
Hollywood, in terms of global theotrical and ars
professionalism, according to Hatta.

*Singapore television stations abide by procedures
such as having proper comera rehearsals and calling
live audiences such as those being done in tha USA,"
he remarked.

The Singoporean theatrical and arts industry wos
crippled when the Malay cinema era at Jalan Ampas
ended. Without local preduction, foreign mevies quickly
ook odvantage of the situation and filled the vacwum!
But grodually the industry recovered when Singoporeans
started to think out-of-the-box and adapted infemational
standards to expand creativity.

A recent visit to the Institul Kesenion Jokorta [Jakarto
Institute of Aris) reveoled the Indonesion artistic spirit
of which he rorely seen here, Hotto discovered from
conversations with students of the industry that they
always compared themselves with rencwned foreign
filmmakers and arts oficionodos. In other words,
they benchmark themselves against the world,
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Wayang movie posler -

Woyang was Hotta's cinematic venture produced at o
fime when commercially-attroctive films were floading
our theatrical and ars industry. He said that he was
inspired by the lote Teguh Karya whose works had
usually revolved around patriofism and presenfing the
raw realities of life. On the risk of costing relofively
unknown actors such as Eman Manan, Zulhuzaimy
and Maos Muhami to foke on important roles, Hatto
explained that he would like to "nurture young falents”.

It is surprising that the bespediocled Hatta with neatly-
combed hair and no-nonsense look is able to produce
rin-fickling comedies. He remarked thot serious people
do better comedies becouse “comedy-like elements
lie in everyone of us, the erdinary pecple” and it is
“an expression of somecne getting caught and frying
to amancipote himsalf in a situation™.

Inevitably the quasfion of why Hatta chase USM popped
up. He commented that during his time, it was difficult
to get a place in universities and those who were
selected could be considerad os the cremes de lo
cramas. As the young Hatta has aspired to do theater,
he chosa LI5M which waos offered o major in Performing
Arts and thus could help him to ochieve his ambition.

Majoring in Theater and Drama and minering in Fine
Arts, Hotta’s choice was the best as USM combined
critical thinking with philosophical approaches in the
subjects faught and it hos an abundance of dromao
books for revision. It foo has dedicated lecturers who
patiently enterained their students’ quesfions ond
Ponggung Sosaran experimental theatre focilities
enabled the seniors 1o present their theatricol pieces.
Hatta was there to observe and guestion about the
performances, There were fimes when the seniors were
irritated by his anthusiosm!

Hatta is inspired by Satyajit Ray, particularly his film
Pather Panchali which wos adapted from a novel of
the some title. Daspite working on o meagre budget,
amateur aclors and inexperienced crew manoged o
preduce Pather Panchali which was an acclaimed
success of an internafional film fesfival. The movie
inspiread Hatta to base his production an humanistic
values aond realism. Such values, occording to Hofta,
are much needed in maost Malaysian productions
despite the fact that Malaysia is rich in culture. He fel
that politics and lack of enthusiasm are
cocooning Molaysions from further
advancements in the theatrical and
arts indusiry.

Perhops, an inkeresfing quote by Ellen
Herman in 1991 television episocde
of Morthem Exposure helps fo sum

up the indusiry. In the dialogue
Joel said, *That's the movies,
Ed. Try reality.” And Ed
replied succincily,
“No thanks. Tl

Hatta in hiz LT affice
(Photograph by Shohrill Bin Romli @ Romdi)

Shahrill Romii (@ Bomli con be condocied of shohbrillramliEahon.cam,

Sharifah Dorweena Syed Ahmad Amir Feisal is curently the Assisiont Regisinar
ot the Pejobat Pemajuan dan Pechubungan Alumni [PPPA), USM. She can be
contocted of dor wnni@yohoo.com
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he term 'pioneer is perfect for those who dwelled in

Desa Lembaran or Jaya back in 2001. We struggled to
move around in the newly-built engineering campus which
many of us have experienced with the so-called 'quicksand’
incidents at one time or another. The campus was actually
still under construction, yet we had to attend lectures and
there wasn't much of a choice for us at that moment.

We dreamt of o compus amidst lush greenery with o
canopy of trees fo offer weary students o short break
undarneath its shade but a covered wolkway was whet
we hod 1o shelter us from the scorching sun (or rain),
To provide additional protection against the bristling
heat, | used to be equipped with my sunshode or hat,
a pair of gloves, as well as my ‘Alaske’ knapsack, and
ready to ride on my yellow LeRun bicycle to Porit Buntar
(the only town within easy reach). Occasionally we
hitched o ride on the USM mini cooster to commute
from the engineering campus fo USM main compus
free-of-changel

The compus was the first ploce where USM developed
and evalvated the performance of sustoinable urban
drainoge system [SUDS) led by Professor Dr Mor Azazi
Zokaria. [t was named as Bio-Ecological Drainage

System (BIOECODS), o pilot project by USM's River
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Text ond photographs by Zubaidah Amir Burhanuddin
; 8. Eng. ‘04

Enginearing and Urban Draoinoge Research Centra
[REDALC) that meets the requirements of Storm Woter
Manogement Manual for Maolaysia. SUDS was actually
being promoted for yeors in the United Kingdom fo
combat pollution arising from diffused sources in urban
QOreds.,

We ore proud of our compus that it is the first in the
country to have an open conveyance swale, o slight
slope to divert roinwater fowaords o wide droin, os o
pilat project. Tha drain is then fitted snugly with plastic
coges and o layer of soil was laid on fop of the coges
for notive cow grass to ba grown, concealing the drain.
Rainwater that filters through the loyer of soil info the
drain is diverted into a huge retention pond. Howeaver,
rainwater overflowed ond flooded the surrounding
area during heavy rain because the drainoge system
could not cope. This problem has since been overcome,




During those yeors we were warned not to walk over
the drain just in cose the plosfic coges below gave
way. But none of us wanted to push our luck to walk
over the cages even il they were new.

As construction was in progress, rain turned the soft
laterite soil into ‘quicksond” pits and unwary victims
may find themselves mired up fo their knees, struggling
to get out, somafimes losing their shoes to the slushl
This happened until the roads were tarred and students
no longer left muddy trocks all over the campus.

Baing very active in student activities, my friends and
| had the epportunity fo sharpen our multi-lasking skills
and leam lessons from o myriod of experiences, Running
projects with friends should suffice us to enjoy our life
in ‘constructing” tha campus. Wa toiled firelessly o
ensure projects were in readiness and fo minimise
hitches, supported by our former Lembaran Fellow,
Assoc Prof Datuk Dr Abu Bakor Md Diah. Painting
banners, posters, flyers and laminating bodges il
down os well as having meetings ot Lembaran foyer,
consulting with organizations/ogencies such as Johor-
based Army Combat Training Centre (PULADA} for
Kem Kepimpinan Maohasiswa [KEMAS) Ill project were
just sweel meamories.

Those were the days. | am sure mos! of us yearned to
be in twilight zone back in these good old doys. As
time posses by, the campus now shines with lush

| '.'i-"
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greenery with its beautiful landscape to be relished.
But still the monagement keeps some of the oil palm
trees [os symbaolic memaory) os well as the ponds at the
back of Studant House (SH]2 Desasiswa Lembaoran
where nafive residents used fo fish.

Tarred roads ond tree shoded lanes hove been
introduced. Thera are no more ‘quick sand” incidents
a3 drainage system hos been rectified. A few car park
areas are now planied with frees to provide shode. A
visitor might be surprised to find a hangar intended
for flight simulation studyl A student centre, too, is
currently being consiructed at the nearby sports centre,
A small traditional hut hos also been built. Guys, it's
really a mistake if you think engineering campus remains
unchonged.

Plan o courfesy visit and see how vast tha change has
taken place. You may not recall the original look of
USM engineering campus that we enjoyed long before,
Make sura that you abide by the traffic lights in front
of our compus toal A recent fragedy hos unnecessarily
taken the life of a student. My sincere condolences to
har family. Al - Fatihah. 'a

Zuberidah Amir Burbanweddin ean be reached of bedelife@batrrail cam
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Minden Memaories

Intellectual Tots

walked into the office of the Koperasi

Tadika Minden Bhd (Minden Cooperative
Kindergarten Ltd) last week to find Joanne
Lee sitting at the front desk. She looked up
briefly from her paper work and said, "Aha.
Yes, Ayu?" as if | was still one of the From right, Auntie Joanmne,
students and she had just seen me —— mdﬁmﬁﬁm;w
yesterday instead of 23 years ago.

| smiled.How remarkable her mamaory was [not to
mention how quick and aler she is) and how morvellous
that she could recognise me after so many years.
‘Auntie Joanne," as she is more offectionately known,
has bmn_w“h_thfa Tﬂd{‘m VR administrafive staff and multimedia studies, Mandarin classes, as well
member since ifs inception in 1975, She hos seen the o lamicMianel Esnns 1em xadil o cifiarncs
Todiko evalve from its humble beginnings with six frewn my simple mermories of Lodybird books, dancing,
fention Bid 5':’ “”d“'?‘s.* ino the: four-bullding, 160- singing and plenty of ploytime. The curiculum now
student estoblishment it is today. follows o Ministry approved pre-school syllcbus

: which emphasises ‘fun’ leaming and aims to create
| sat down for a quick chat and laughed as she called o holistic approach 1o squipping prs-schoolers with

me Thumbelina® (o pet name in reference to how finy i n PR g

_ , ecessory educotional and social skills for today's
! UEI.EhEl ’r|:| be as a child). I_lﬂﬁ her that dﬂ? with @ warm world. The children do much leaming end have far
feeling in my heart, convinced that Auntie Joanne has mare responsibilifies than when | was a child,

discovaered tha secrat o etermal youth as she Cartainly it is o far cry rom the “Pater and Jons’
haos oppearad not to hove oged o single day. it

brief four around the kindergarten’s new buildings
[opened in early 2004), proudly describing the
school’s growth and development over the years.
The current programme which includes computer

Aunfie Joanne was not fhe only familior foce from my
years af the Tadika. The current headmistress is none Memaories rushed to my mind as | immediately

ﬂrhler than Puunl Haozarioh, who storied out as an recagnised Cik Mariam. The faces of my other
caismr mndﬁE_"-_ o T'?ﬂ'l and mcma.d up the ranks to teachers and classmates (many of whom | am sill
her current position in 2005, Hozoariah took me fora {5 sk ) a1 ek ol o skt | terrsas e
our daily activities then.

As | wos leaving, | cought sight of yet anather teacher,

Cik Mariam with her currenf shudesnts
ending their song with hugs all eround  Classas were mainly held in one finy single-storey

building. We drew ond coloured our own pictures
without workbooks and sang nursery rhymas daily.
Owr teachers fold all kinds of stores with useful
moral lessons. We hod pound or pondan cake with
Milo for our breok-time snock ond washed our own
plates and cups before returning them fo the pantry.
Then we would go outside to ploy, making up our
own games as we went along, sometimeas finding a
poor animal to victimise (once it was o grass snoke,
much fo our teacher's horror). Of course we got
oursalves into ihe occosional mishop the teachers
had 1o unda.
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Once | ran up the water tower sifuated behind the
office building and scared myself silly imoegining an
old man lived there who stole away stray children, On
ancother occasion, sameona nobbed someone alse’s
red fire truck and never returned it. Sometimes there
were children who refused to play with other children.
Planty of wailing and crying ansued.

Goik Ogle condweting o clozs

Oine of my favourite memories invelved the first
headmistrass, Fuan Gaik Ogle {now Datin). | had fallan
sick one day but insisted on geing to school. Gaik
allowed me to attend, provided that | slay in her office
all day and was to hove liftle or no contoct with the
othaer pupils. | agreed. A small matiress and blanket
were lgid out in the corner of her litile office with o
nurmber of Ladybird books for me to read. | was ot my
best behaviour and Gaik, bless her, kept me company
all day long while | read. Towards the end of the day,
to my surprise, fwo close friends, sisters Annahiic and
Banafsheh Bakavell were allowed to visit me for a short
while. |t wos the best prescription for a sick five-year
old.

| remember the sports day hald in the field behind the
Tadika's main building. Baloncing an egg on o spoon
| rushed up and down that field to my porents' cheers
during the occasion. On sunny days we would play
games such os, Tok Harimou” (Lord Tiger) or ‘Belolong
Belatuk’,

Every ather year the Todika would stoge o concer,
Eoch class would perform an item, whether it be a solo
of o group one. Az o fouryeor old | song “You Are My
Sunshine’ to a large crowd of fomily members in o
LISM lecture hall. | was decked oul in a pair of bright
red shorts, a white t-shirt, and a red hibiscus flower
tucked neotly behind one ear. Bonafsheh donced on
stoge dressed in o graduation robe complete with
mortar board singing ‘Proctice Makes Perect’, but it
was Annahita, her younger sister, who become the
performing arfist on national television yeors loter,
There were many other concerts with unforgetiable
performaonces, each one more creative and memorable
than the last. Fortunately, some of these concerts were
recorded and preserved in VHS format. A few years

A Tediko concent with
Ayu singing “You Are
My Sunshine"

ago, o former Tadiko classmate and still my best friend,
Saro Sukor, come ocross one of the recordings ond
reformatted it on DVD. We have yet to get the old
gong logether for a trip down memaory lane, Presently
some of us have become dactors, engineers, sciantists,
acfivists (Sara works for the World Wide Fund for Mature
as o communications officer dedicating her life to
saving the region's tigers] or other equally funclioning
members of society. Despite leaving cur Todika
daoys 20 yeors behind us, we still keep track of the old
gang. 'l

1-0‘1 hi-
|

1 Todiko's mer l:lmh:'lng mfﬁ'l‘h&

I famed waler lowar in the bnd:g.uund Moizakinh Ayu con be reached of oyuobdwlab@gmeail.com
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ven in those early years, students of Universiti Pulau
Pinang knew the importance of a good and independent

channel of communication.

Although the Persatuan Mahasiswa Universiti Sains
Malaysia (PMUSM) has Berita Mabasime (Students' News),
it was not enough because it only published information
from PMUSM. There was no space on campus happenings.
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The need for a news channel sow the birth of SISWA
- Akhbor Bulanan Mahasiswa Universiti Pulau Pinang
(The Monthly Mewspapers for Universiti Pulaw Pinang
Students). This publication was mare sophisticated than
Berita Mohasiswo which was restricted to students on
caompus. SISWA, with its own KDM (Kementerian Dalam
Mageri) (Ministry of Home Affairs) licence - No. 5205,
had clear cims and objectives. 5old ot 20 sen, it
confained news on avents, intellectual arficles, an
editarial, ‘Letters fo Editor’ and o carteon strip called
‘Muts, Bolts and Springs.’ Being a licensed newspaper
it could publish advertisaments.

Although 5I5WA patched some of the gops found in
Berifa Mohasziswa espacially with news and articles of
human infarest, it was still seen as tha mouthpiece of
PMLISM. Thers was o need for an independent compus
newspaper that could speak without fear or favour.
The students wanted objective reporting.

Arising from this need, o group of then secaond year
students from the School of Humanities inifioted GRASIS
(an acronym for Gerakon Siswo - Students” Movement]
with the approval of the Dean, Prof Robert Yan Miel.
Funded by the School to kick-start the publication
GRASIS was part of the course offerings for students
majoring in Mass Communication and those who took
Mass Communication courses as electives. The financial
assistance was for the first two publications. Despite
such support, GRASIS maintained its independence.

The first issue of GRASIS was on 9 August 1971, It
carriad the tagline of “LIDAH BEBAS USM"® (The
Independent Tongue of USM). Although the maiden
issua was only six pages, the contents were compact.
lts independance and truthful reporing was reflected
in its editorial. It also carried o commentary on
Administration-Students-5ielf Relotions which pove o
non-biosad view on the issue.

The inougural issue
corred the news on the
birth of GRASIS which is
produced below in ils
translated form:

GRASIS (Gerakan Sinwa - Student Movement) was
formed via collaborative effort by four second-year
students. This was because the existing publications
did not meet the needs of the campus. The idea to
establish a new campus publication was brought forth
by Mr Mansor Ahmad, one of the editors of SISHA.
Supported and assisted by Mr [smail Mamat, Tuan
[brahim and Tuan Kamaroeaman, the idea was then
put into practice.

To ensure the suceess of the first and second editions
of the publication, the costs incurred by GGRASIS were
supported by the School of Humanities with the
consent of the Dean Prof Van Miel.

Mr Mansor, who has since resigned from SESHA said
that GRASIES attempied to provide the wants of the
campus which had failed to meet by existing campus
publications.

The newspaper later chenged its name to GRASISWA
to reflect that it was truly o students’ movement
newspaper under KDM Mo 5971, In Movember 1972,
the newspaper was recognised as the “Lidah Rosmi
Mahasiswa Universifi Sains Malaysia® (Official Voice
of Universiti 5ains Malaysia Students).

In July 1972 with the publication of Vol. 2 Mo 1, the
pioneers of GRASISWA handed over the baton to the
new editoriol board. L

Tuan Beahim Tangku Abdullah con be rexched of fvanibrakim@gmail com
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nlike New Zealand and Australia, few Malaysia species

names have penetrated the English dictionary, despite the
fact that many of them are endemic to this part of the world.
The most recogmsable among these few 1s the iconic Orang-
Lltan, while the durians, ramburans and many local fruits are
less recognised. Instead, many endemic species hike bunga
pakma, binturungs and kubungs are preferred to be known by
their anglicised 'equivalents’ of The Rafflesia, Bear-Cat and

Flying Fox respectively.

A common argument for such preferance is the
need for ‘stendardisafion’, a fask actually alreody
accomplished via the latinised identification of every
species. However, while stondordised Lotin nomes are
necessary to pinpoint o specific species for scientific
and reseorch purposes, locals ore free of such need.
This freedom has encouraged them to give numerous
names to one spacias.

after their colls

Some of the birds thot
were gssigned nomes

The Other Residents

A kubung in Boyon Lepas, Pulov Pinang

One form of the Malay ‘standardisation” is based on
the calls made by a porticular species, A few of fhe
bird-calls hove been occepted as the most apt names
to describe the porficulor birds like Tu-Hu [common
koal), But-But {Coucal), Tekukur (spotted dove), Kedidi
[sandpiper) and kwang [Greot Argus). The sounds of
others like those of Pekako/Koko (Kingfisher], Cet-Cet
[lower pecker], Wok-Wok (moorhen], Cak (house
sparraw], and the more dubious Tek-Tiowv (lapwing)
have not been not been unanimously accepled as
standard local namas.
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Different locakons would sometfime even assign diffarent
sounds fo the same species, as in the cose of the Cak
[pronounced Chaoak) which is popularly Pipdt in another

region,

While these illustrate the indigenous Malays' ingenuity
in expanding their vocabularies, it also illustrates their
corefree and explorotive spirit,

The minutest debails of their surmoundings were observed
and verbally recorded. The smallest bugs and aphids,
for example, have been clossified inte kutu,
kenit/sengkenit, kesin, hama and fungou, (ficks and
mites).

The Malays are linguistically innovative, They hove
monaged to assign creative names for all the infroduced
species according to shope, colour, or o combinations
of these. Even the alien hippopotomus was first called
kerbou lout (sea buffalo), olbeit eronecusly, and loter
badok air (water rhinoceros). The raised eyebrows in
the English world did not affect them, they continue
to give names that THEY understand. Thase matter,
for they have the ability to communicate the imoge
conjured by the reference to even someone who is
not familiar with it. Imagine the imege provoked by
the mention of a kerbou loutl

Sporrows and Munios hove been grouped os Cok or Pipit

As such ice was eriginally air batu [stone water) to
them. And every foreign item introduced to them will
be returned with a new term that will trigger
imaginations. 5o an airplane is o kapal ferbang {flying
vassel); o submarine is kapal selom (diving vessel); a
parachute, poyung terun [jumping umbrella); the radio
was originally tefrong vdara (o cyber horn); o
refrigerator, a petl sejuk (cold chest); ond o record is
piring hitam (black plote).

For birds, their colls were only one consideration for
a name, Momes were olso ossigned occording to their
disfinguished features like o parficuler shape or colouwr,
The munios (which incidentally are “finches” by local
clossification) are differentioted through this means,
50 there are Cok Uibon (while-heademunia), Cok Sisik
(scoly-breasted munia), Cok Kepalo Hitom, and Caok
Tuli (literally deaf munio, but technically white-
rumpedmunia),
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Others were ossigned names occording to their
Pipir Tanah signeture behaviour. In this group are the Robins,
fantails and shamaos which are grouped os mural.
Rather than naming them after their melodic songs
their behaviour seem to the Moloys 1o be betier
differantictors. As such, the common robin is Murai
Cocing (lterally worm robin), the pied fontail is Murai
Gila {literclly the crazy robin, referring to its incessant
hopping while opening and closing its tail), and the
white rumpadshama is Murai Batu {literally rack robin).

Mural Cacing

Mogpies, robins ond
shamos are oll Murai
Since Malay clossifications of birds are based on
criteria different from the Lafinised ones, shapes sounds
and looks alone are insufficient to identify species. As
such soma of those oo numerous fo ba categorised
by thesa chorocteristics are named after their habitot
preferences. Tha earlier mentioned cak for eg is also
known as Burung Gerejo (Church Bird) ofter it's affinity
of roasting in churches. The gray wog-foil which lives
in wetlands is Pipit Bafu, while Richard's Pipit in the
opan fields is Pipit Tonah.

Some names like Merbah, Bongou, Tempua,
Helang, boggle the imagination of how they
were coined. Maybe along the generations,
people like me may have lost the earlier
wisdom of being creative in communication,

. ?'-._‘_ (Oh, | know | could share it if _L_j-;:nu‘d want me to;
Lm;:::: name Merbah H__Ljﬂu'l'r: :,_{t'_'lir'l' mLy wat, ]'” g0 with _.'.J{['.MJ-:,J-‘,.-I
__jlnl (_roce!l

Associofe Professor Mohomed Talhah Idres is cumently a lecturer of the School of Housing,
an  Bwilding and Planning, USM. He can be reached of folomhatot@yohoo.com
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eaders of The Leader often ask

me, "What camera do you use?
My standard answer has always
been, "It's not the camera, it's the
cameraman.”

Mikon FM1T

My first SLR with a fixed
200mm telephoto lens

vas foscinoted with a local
large Yoshico camera ||
laber leamed 'hﬂf it weas o Pein- |:,r|1 refle Tﬂ'_._
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Yeors loter when one of my birctbees l:ll::ll.,lgl"l‘l a Patri 75
([anybody remembers?) rangefinder, | hod my first chonce
of really g with o comera, Bul of course we were
very calculotive about the shots that matter. Since films
and PrOCESSING Wars r-|JH||:r t:rp:,u sive 1o r'l'_';lurl-ll:f N
fhen : rl"u'_-.sfz 5'!'1;,11." """
selves
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| had my first single lens reflex (SLR) comera in 1975,
a bulky Ricoh TLS 401, even tough my dream comera
wos the prestiglous and costlier Niken. Fllms and
processing were sfill expensive then, so my ocoosional
vantures into londscope and wildlife in o008 were
luxurious indulgences. | had the most satisfying results
L0080 1IN
1979, where | monoged to get mony shorp close-up
bird parks and oguariums
bacome my favourite photo locotions.
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shotz: of the animals, foo

A thick oneg W=

and good lighting

conditions gave me this
porfroif :'Thu Londan

Zoo 1979)




The Other Residents
Before the Residents -

By the time | was studying in Wisconsin, USA, | broadened my
phologrophic knowledge by subscribing 1o photogrophy mogozines.
Thesa exposed me ta nature photography as wall as camera products.
When a local comera shop had o sale | acguired my first Nikon,

With this new toy, my phatogrophic venture changed gear. Landscape
was my favourite subject but | also began taking photos of the
Redwing Blockbirds which were plentiful in Madison, Wisconsin, and
the Cardinals and Ring-MNecked Pheasants which made occasional
visifs in the yard. | wos even brove enough fo 'befriend' o particulor
racoon that was a regular visitor.

Pied Hombill in the Penang Bird Pork 1991, Bird porks
were my best sites to proctise bird photogrophy

By the time | got back to Maloysia in 1983, My trips to bird-
parks, zoos and the seas were alwoys accomponied by bath my
Mikon FM1 and a pair of Bushnell binoculars. These companions
opened up my world.

| developed the ability to associate animal-calls with the creatures
that made them. Bird morphologies suddenly become fasdnating
and their octivities stimulofing. | would take fime to idle in the
nearest notura reserve with a local bird-book in almost every
country | managed to visit,

But it is Maloysia that offers the most fifillating omay of “photogenic”
wildlife. Australian parrats and cuckofoos are splandid, but our
Despite steady hands, the incessant movements of g 107851 edges and soggy river banks abound with foscinating avian

poir of Ring-necked Pheasonts produced this blurry and other faunal activities.
imoge (Wisconsin, USA 1979)
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Tufted duck (battom) and o goose in Hyde Park, London

Everyone loves sunvises and sunsefs. | prefer controsts like
the sunrise of Pulou Aman (right] ond o sunset of Langkowi

A



The Other Residents

Before the Residenis

The next question that is often posed to me is, *How long do
you hove fo wail o get those shotsg”™ This is o little tricky, os
on waekends | may spend at least four hours waiting at one
spol. But this sometimes streiched until evening. On the other
hand, if | had done my homework and the subject are birds
like hombills and many woter birds that ore more predicioble,
| just need to note their fime of arrval and get there the next
day before thal time fo wail for them. But most fimes | do not
mind staying low and still in one spot for o few hours, in the
hope that | may maoke a 'new find., If this happens, which is
vary seldom now, it is o real adrenaline rush, heightenad by
the excitement of copturing them in photos. In foct | made

Australion beoches offer sightings of wildlife like these it o personal standard of a photo as proof of sighting.
seals on Kongoroo lsland

“¥ new species are saldom encountered why do you spend
so much time waiting, just to get sight of the same things,”
fney asked.

In photography it's really never the same thing. The birds and
other creatures maybe the same but locations and lightings
always convey different emations. A ray of light on o Pekala’s
(kingfisher} bock would immediately make thot picture more
dramatic than the previous one foken in the shode. i would
be more exciting and lucky if an action piclure is foken of o

Books are not the only means for wildie identification Wak-wok (Moorhen) or o Sewah [Sparrowhawk] with a starling
but also provide helpful Hps on their behoviour ond in its clows,
phaotography

Occasionolly there would be an excitement of another A Teduing Senduk (cobro) of the forest

kind...the oppearance of snokes! | wos once smock in edge of the Durion Volley
the path of a frog jumping ewoy from a rushing Tedung
Selor [King Cobra) in USM. | rose from my crouching
position and stayed sfill. The snoke somehow stopped
momentarily fo ook ot me and slithered away. Somy no
photo for this onal

But mest wildlife stolking sessions are not as eventful.
The typical sassion is olmost olwoys choracterised by
waiting, followad by waiting and more waiting.

So, in response fo the lost quastion, “What kind of
equipment is best for getting good bird photos?”

| would say you only need one eguipment, patiencel

Assoclote Professor Mohamed Tolhoh kdnss is currentfy o lecurer
ot the Schood of Housing, Building amd Manning. USAL He con
ke reoched of folomboho@yahoo.com
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Reflection of buildings in neighbouring

Sungoi Due on Tasik Harapan

1 lv-__

Sudden % There Were

Two Lakes

Zulkfli Osman  Yong Check Yoon Photogrophs by Yong Check Yoon

A scenic view of Tosik Aman

quarter of a century ago, there was

only a depression in the ground
where the man-made lakes - Tasik
(Lake) Harapan and Tasik Aman -
now are. There is, however, a stream
snaking through the depression as you
can still see today, draining into
another stream flowing besidle a section
of the perimeter fence outside USM.




Minden Memories
Sucidenly There Ware Two Lekes

Within this depression, single and deuble storey fimber
longhouses were built to funclion as student hostels,
The streams would be swollen with woter rushing down
from the sumounding hills during heavy rain ond when
tha saction of the stream outside the LUSM main compus
at Sungai Dua could not cope with the amount of
water, it overflowed its banks and flooded the
depression,

[Phategroph courtesy of Candre of Instructional Technology

ond Mullimedio [PTPM], USM)
Students staying at these longhousas had to wode
through knee-deep flood waters whenaver they nesded
o go out for any reason. Therefore, rain was what
they dreaded. Since the longhouses had stood on
concrete piers obove the ground, their inferior remoined
above flood water level.

Then one night in 1987, a spark coused by an elactric
shor circuit ignited some combustible materials and
soon one of the longhouses was engulfed in flames.
It spread to ancther before the fire wos brought under
contral, Thare were no casuclties in the incident becouse
maost of the students were oway on haliday,  Afer the fire, the remaining lenghouses were demolished
and subsequently, two 1.5 m-deep |lokes were dug to
sarva as retention ponds. A sluice gate was installed
at Tosik Aman fo release flood waters occumulated in
the loke into the stream.

Affer o heovy downpour (Source: Berilo Kompus |1#78)

Unwittingly, the lakes and their surrounding greenery
hove become the home for fish, biowak [monilor lizonds)
and birds as well. Over the vears, the lakes hove
become stognated ond olgoe hos turmed the water
green and USM is working to restare the pristine
condition of the lokes.

Litthe do we know that the tiny stream exiting from LISM,
passes throuwgh under Jalon Sungai Dua and flows in
a south-easterly direction fo merge with o river, This

A fishing competifion of Tosik 3
(Phaotograph courtesy pf Centre of instruclional river is just about 125 m away from the Pulau Jerejok

Technolfgy amd Multimedia [PTPM], LISM) Jetty, off Lebuhroya Bayon Lepas. And by then, any

watar that is discharged from the lokes would have
coursed 2 km info the seq. I

Yang Check Yoon i currently an editer in Pejobal Permajuen doan Periobungan Slumad (PPPAL LIEM. He con be meoched af
check yoon@yohoo.com. fulkifli Osmon is cumrently o lecturer ot the School of Housing, Building and Plonning, USM.
He con be repched of sulosm@usm_my
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Malay word that has no equivalent in the

English language - underscoring the fact that - S

indigenous knowledge and wisdom have their
own strength and relevance to the local
community all these years.
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“In other words, sefablerais a
journey to a desired state of
well-being of an indigenous
community. It acts as a societal
glue that bonds things together
into a harmonious and optimal
balance with one another.” ‘

Indeed, sejohtero coptures the essence of life in o
holistic way when its deepar meaning encompasses
the nexus that culs ocress the physical, emotional,
mental, intellectual, and spiritual well-baing of the
individual os well as the society as a whaole.
In o sensa, it is 0 very unigue expenance that individwals
and societies ospire to and try to preserve as much os
possible. In other words, sejohtera is o joumey to o
desired state of well-being of on indigenous community,
It acts as a societal glue that bonds things togsther
into o hormonious and optimol bolonce with one
another. Such is the worth of the word sejohfero thot
unfartunately has follen Inte oblivien as society
preoccupies itsalf in o stote of having rather than being.
At fimes It went into contradiction with eoch other;
where the lotter con be pursued to the fullest as tha
and goal, while it is not so for the former. In contrast,
too much focus of "having” can be at the detriment of
“well-being,” and thereof, We only need to read the
book of life to see how true this is, especially teday.

The challenge then is how to infuse sejohtero back info
the scheme of things; and what better place fo do this
it not ot an institwtion of learing that is largaly invodad
by the notion of *having.” This was where it all bagan,
Some 10 years ago, | engoged a group of no mora
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than five people fo think of how it is possible to bring
back sejohtera into the compus lite and acosystem. |
perceived the compus then was overbullt and that we
*hove” too mony arificial structures built that can
threaten the natural environment thet | wes used to,
when | was a studant some three decodes ogo. It is
somehow In o state of serious imbalance. If this had
gone on for o while longer we would probably have
reached tipping point sooner than we thought,

The idea then is to re-educate ourselves obout the
meaning of sejahtero and batter still put it to proctice.
Hence the idea of Kampus Sejotera - a concept that
builds on five basic elements of [a) voluntearism, (b)
evidence-based, (c) teamwork, [d) in-sourcing, and (e
documeniofion. Volunteerism,

for example, is a hallmark of
sincerity to confribution, which
in furn is o source of wall-being
o bath the one who volunieers
and the beneficiary. Evidenca-
bosed, on the other hand, Is
io ensura objectivity, rather that
hearsay which could result in
being emofion-driven, instend
of doto-driven. A sense of
objectivity makes sejohfera
more achievable,
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In much the same way, teamwork ensures that objectivity
is better preserved when diverse opinions and ideas
are sought ofter on a paricular issve. i also meant
that a sense of shared value be forged, avoiding
potentfial sources of conflicts; hence making sejohiero
achievable. In so doing, it is encouraged that as many
pecple as possible be consulted internally {in-sourcing)
expanding further the circle of influence lowards making
sajohfera even more parvasive. In-sourcing allows for
participation and sharing in the making of o sejahlero

COMmpus.

Finally, the processes and oulcomes are fo be fully
documented os permanent records for reference in
continuing to bring sejahlero to the next level,
Howaver, when it comes to putting pen to paper and
trenslofing the concept inte aclion, there were many
scepfics. In an initial forum of about 25 people many
questioned the procticality of the concept. Others felt
it was a flash in a pan and hence not sustainable. Sfill
others felt that it wos a waste of meney and effort, It
saemed like o crazy idea.

But os more consuliations were carried out many were
keen o iry it oul, Hence o pilet phase waos launched
by opening the option to the entira campus. One
concemead the quality of canteen food, whersos onother
was about in-campus transportation. To cut a long
story short - all the five elements of kompus sejohiero
wara put info action, ending up with a suggestion of
a monograph seres, Today more than 30 monogrophs
have been compiled. Kompus Sejohtera is now o
mainsiay in the jouney fowards o more balanced and
harmonious campus community - a core principle of
compus development.

The concept came fo the fore in 2005 when USM was
designated by the United Maofions University based in
Tokyo oz one of the seven pioneering Regional Cantres
of Experisa on Education for Sustainable Development
and the anly one in tha ASEAN/South-east Asia region.
This coincided with the declaration by the United
MNations then commencing the United Mations Decade
on Education for Sustainable Development [2005.
201 4). This catapulted UShM's kampus sejohfera into
the forefront internationally os o unigue approach fo
mainstream the idea in higher education.
On the home front, sejohtera hos groduaolly become
pervasive based on aclivities led by sustainability. 5o
oo the attempt fo institutionalise it. We now have,
amang others, Sekrefariot Kempus Sejohtern, Sekrefariof
Warga Sejohtera, and the lotest, Pusof Sejohtera, This
is one way of ensuring that the sejohfera concept
confinues to be relevont as the compus further developad
sustainably for the future. Over fime thera will be
acceptance internationaolly when sejohtera will be
expanded os a global principla.

Salom sejohtera.'

Professar Ton S0 Dzullafli Abdul Razak can be reached af vei@noles, usm.my



Groduates ond lecturers of 1972 io 1974 will
meet for a reunion dinner on 12 June ot 7.30
pm at Cititel Hotel, Jolon Penang, Pulow Pinang.
Thera will be a cockiail ot & pm. For details,
call K. Asairinachan ot 01 2_4079288 or Feter
Heo ot 019-221 7902

B

55 Kembali Temon Permai’ is 0 raunion for
students who stayed ot Desosiswo Parmai
from 1991 1o 2000, It will be held from 11 to
13 June ot Minden Compus. For datails, call
Mazidoh at 013-4289195.

B =

The 35th Malaysian Inter-varsity Staff Sports
[SUKUM Ke-35) will be hald in USM trom 16
. 24 June, There will be a total of 30 events
inclusive of sporfing events for the physically
chollenged.

T

Pejobat Pemojuan dan Parhubungan Alumni

represeniativas will revisit LISM Alumni Sabah,

Kota Kinobalu, on 19 June.
.ﬂ-

Vice-Chancellor Prof Tan gri Dazulkifli Abdul
Razok will launch USM Alumni Petronos
Chopser in Karteh, Terengganu on 18 September.

LSM fraternity can watbch its home team playing
i the Premier Leogue on its own furl in o series
matches as scheduled below:

USM FC Matches from June to July 2010

Date Timea Team Yenue

4 lune B.45 pm bajlis Perbandaran Muar Syadium Tan Sr Date’ Hj Hossan Yunos,
Larkin, Johor

12 luly B.45 pm USh Stodium

23 luly B.45 pm USh Stadium
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Je Never

Knew

Jonathan Chen  Photogrophs by Adrion Cheoh
B. Comm. 05

l‘}rIH!II one thinks about iirl'hul'u]u;:_'-.. one can look
back to the adventures of Indiana Jones, the ||j|_fh|y.
romanticised figure of an archaeologist. However, there's
Hlll1'h more
excavating artefacts under layers of soil.

than meets the eye when it comes to

For instance,
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doesn't it |Jri1'l-. one's curios 1'[1 to think of how Indy
dlvn.'u-- I anages to find the n;_ht =Pul to unearth lost
civilisations in the thick of the woods in South America?

Clesar to home, and in not-so-thick-woods
archoeologists at Universiti Sains Maloysia hove actually
unearihed what is believed to ba a civilisation dating
back to the 1st century. Headed by Assoc Prof Mokhtar
Saidin of USM’s Global Centre for Archasology
Research, they have currently mode several startling
discovaries which may lead fo history being re-written.

Using a host of metheds such as land survays, remote
sensing ond geo-physics, the team has fo daote mopped
out 97 sites in the Bujong Valley district of Kedah for
excovofion. 5o for, the teom hos excovoted 10 sites,
out of which eight display evidence of 1st cantury
architeciure and the remaining two showing evidence
of iren-smelfing activities.

“It all begon years ago when palec-environmental
studies were carmied out in Sungai Batw in the area of
the Bujong Valley. Thase studies showed that back in
the 1st century, the river ond the sea in the area was
at the same leval,” Mokhtar said.

“Then in 2007, we did some land surveys, geo-physicol
and remole-sensing studies fo gather more daota on
the area. After visiting the site, which now is o palm ail
estate, we found bricks scottered around the area,
which is o positive sign that the site may have

housed o community bock in the past,”

he explained,
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Wmﬂn Bujong Valley

Upon the discovery of bricks in the area, Mokhtar
proposed that the site undergo more study ond
excavafion to the appropriate authorities in Kuala
Lumpur and wos given the clearance to do so in 2009,
The findings are of significance to the history of the
area as they point to commercial smelting acfivities
being carried out there. Eadier studies
and findings were based on religion
with the discovery of many candi
[ancient tomb temples) there,

Irer ove, iron
theet was

“In oddition to religion, we now know
that there was a prehistoric civilisation
here thot depended on baosic
knowledge, trade and large scale
industriol preduction,” he said.

Earlier, the team uncovered tuyeres,
which are tubes believed to be wsed
as nozzles for air to be channelled info o furnace,

“This discovery was the first for the country and when
| consulted experis from France and India, they told
me that these tools were used for iron smelting.
“Actually, information on the Metal Age in Maloysia is
quite limited compared 1o oll the other ages, ond we
hope that our findings may be beneficial to the greater
understanding of this particular era in the country,” he
said.

Fﬂmmmﬁmhéﬂi

slog ond o
faumnd at the site

Bridging |deos

 molkivar surveying o site in Langgang
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Just about twe months ago, the team discovered o
1,900 year old monument resembling o sundial which
was built with defailed geometrical precision, believed
to be the oldest man-maode structure in Southeast Asia.
Based on chronometric doting, this monument predates
other man-made siructures in the region such as the
Angkor Wat [1200AD) and
Borobudur (00AD), a discovary
which may lead to the region’s history
baing rewritien.

fuyure

“*Qur discoveries, such as the
maonument, tracas of iron-smeliing
and also avidence of jetties in the
area all point to the fact the
communify here in the 15t century
was o high-tach society.

“One wonders what may have
happaned to them - our hunch is that maybe they were
wiped out by floods or the river became unmanageabls,”
Mokhtar said.

He added that the feam wos now focusing on uncovering
avidence of humans in the area to further solidify their
findings.

“Wa hope we can find some form of human remains
in the remaining 87 mounds which will be axcovated

soon,” ha said. 1

Jonothon Chen is curmently the Assistont Registrar of the Ressarch Creotivity Manogement Office [RCMO], LISAM.

He con be reoched of jonothancheni@rocketmail.com




Artwuck By Beafi Jamaluddin

#i]l'l:llld The Gates

I@IS Yong Check Yoon

[’...\)enang Hill had been variously named the Great Hill or
. Government Hill but, just as Pulau Pinang was once called
Prince of Wales Island, the names did not catch on. However, the
names Bukit Bendera ('Flag Hill' in the Malay language) and Seng
Kee Sua ('Raising the Flag Hill' in the Hokkien dialect) remained.
Old documents mentioned that the Union Jack was proudly raised at
Bel Retiro, a government bungalow built in 1789, whenever the
Governor was at the bungalow, earning its name Flagstaff Hill. The
flag later proved to be a bane, at least during the infamous 10-day
secret society riots of 1867.
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The Flag the! Prompted Riots B8

Fram left: The Convalescen! Bungalow: The Top Slaticn; Alr Ham villoge

with the Air Hom dom {fop leff hond comer) os seen from Penong Hi

(Phologrophs courtesy of Penang Sitofe Library)

When Major General A.E.H. Anson tock office os
Lieutenant-Governor of Pulou Pinang in June 18467,
he would return to Bel Refiro in o sedan chair from the
foothill after travelling in a gharry from his office in
town. He wos ignorant obout secret society disputes
that were edging fowards their ipping point. A month
later, fights broke into a full scale rict known os the
Penang Riofs. The sight of the Union Jack on Penang
Hill hinted secret society members thet they con 'safely’
swarm the streets and fight with [ile intervention from
the authorities. It must hove been o painful lesson,
leading to the revamping and beefing up of the police
force ofter the Riots. Bel Refiro, stending ot 735 m
above sea level, remains as one of the government
bungalows unfil teday.

Basides Bel Retiro there is another government bungaolow
- the Convalescent Bungalow - which, as the name
suggested, was for 'the invalids, who come down from
India, to obtain relief from their sufferings from the
mildress of mountain temperoture of these regions”. k
was for the recuperation of sick high ranking officers
of the Eost Indic Compeny and Eurcpeans,

Penang Hill has become o few degrees wormer as
compared with what it was in the eardy 19th century.
The cool climate en Penang Hill then had inspired early
Europeans lo compare it with the highlands of Funchal
an Madeira Islond, Portugal. In o 1934 maogazine, it

was mentioned that the “hills behind Taiping” [obout
20 km away) can be seen on clear days from Penang
Hill ond these doys you may hordly see the trees on
Penang Hill on a hazy day from 3 km away.

An obifvary (Source: The Aslatic Journal ond Manthly
Raglstar for British India and s Dependenclas)
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The Penang colonial hill station could have been the
earliest of its kind in the country. Bel Refiro was a mere
timber bungalow when first constructed in 1789, Within
the vacinity are Hygesa Hill, Woodland Broe, Strawberry
Hill, and Haliburion's Hill. It wos doecumented in 1834
that a doctor lived ot Woodland Broe [now Fern Hill),
in @ bungalow nomed Belle Vue which wos located ot
Haliburton's Hill. Strawherry Hill was o propery of John
Macolister {Macalister Rood wos nomed affer him), an
assistant collector of custorns and land revenues, before
Cachatoor Galosiown, an Armenion merchant, ocgquired
it in early 1800s. Golastown died and was buried in
Calcutta in 1841, aged 40.
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The Flag thal Prompied Riofs

Balle Vue bungalow was one of the earliest permanant
stone buildings owned by the then sheriff of Prince of
Wales Island, William Halliburton, on Penang Hill and
that part of the hill was named ofter him. Currently
Bellevue Hotal - the anly hotel there - stands on the
site of the early 1%th century bungalow.

Penong Heritoge Trust members visifing
fhe aperalion ream that cantrods the cors
[Photogrophs by Yong Check Yoon)

Bafore the introduction of the funicular railway, the
way to ascend the hill was by hiking, on horseback,
or be carried in a sedan chair by coolies. Thera are
numerous fracks leading to Penang Hill and many of
these wera well frodden, particularly by vegetable
farmers of the old doys who traversed the hills to market
thair produce in Air ltam or Balik Pulau. Today the
same tracks are also used by hikers. The adventurous
will find the 13 kilometer-loksemana Trail, reputed as
“the longest ond foughest forest frek on the island” thot
connects Batu Ferringhi fo Panang Hill, challenging.

From 1897 to 1904, the Penang Hill funicular railway
was construcied by D. Logan, Jeseph Heim and Alan
Wilson but tha project was met with failures. The Straits
Dollars 1.5 million project resumed in 1920 with the
engagement of a Senicr Engineer from Administration
of Roilway for Federated Maloy States, Amold R.
Johnsan, wha had studied about funicular railways in
Switzarland. it wos completed in 1923 and was
considered an enginearing feat in those doys, having
also to blast a tunnel through solid rock. The
project was officially launched on January 1, 1924,

The agquaduect on which the funicular railway runs
remains infact for more than 86 years since its
construction. In 1977, the old wooden cars wera
changed fo metal ones. On 21 February 2010, these
cars stopped operation for a complete revamping of
the systemn. Instead of toking 30 minutes to reach the
top station, the new cars will take only 10 minutes,
without having to change cors ot the middle station.
For the duration of the RMA&3 million project which is
axpected to be completed by this December, Penang
Hill residents and visitors will have to hike or take o
ipap. When it is ready the cars are expected 1o be able
to increase its previous capacity of 280 passengers to
1,000 possengers every hour.
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{Photogrophs by Yong Check Yoon)

Penang Hill funicular raitway could have been the
sacond oldest in this region ofter Hong Kong's Peak
Tramway that shutiles between the central district to
Victoria Peok since 1888, Other than this morsel of
infarmation, tha funnel is reputed to be the steepest in
the word. Four of the original cars were built and
dalivered by on engineering company in Switzerland
but anly three ara known to exdst today at eoch of these
locations: Strawberry Hill in Penang Hill, Penang
State Museumn, and the Mational Museum in Keala
Lumpur. The location of tha fourth car remains o

mystery. L
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S inoe its maiden publication in 2006, The Leader has recenved tons of feedback,
Some of the comments were penned down and gven to us directly while
others reached us via e-mail. Many of these have been published in the "What
Say We..." department, some appeared together with our response. Chate a number
El[ l]]t l'(]‘[]l:f'.!:]l.lh, |:]‘|.:I'|-'|.'l'.'|.l!|'.. came L us Hll'l:l'Il].'JI. \'E‘I'l:]'d.l. TEIE TS, l:lll]kl";' It]l)hl:
gomments which were written in one way or another and therefore recorded for
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and overlooked. But some comments appeared on such a regular basis that we
feel the need to address them here in this issue.
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Beyond The Gates

F

These comments ralate to the process of praducing
the magazine - how ideos ond suggestions are put
tagether to bring about the final, glossy product that
you now hold in your hands.

The joumey often begins rather harmoniously, with a
sarias of meetings held to iron out the theme of a
particular issue, the stories to be featured that would
fit in with the theme selected, and to discuss how best
e fit thie stories into the various departments, followed
by the locthsome process of seffing deadlines. We
are then left o our own devices to sort out our
individual "assignment’.

A week or two later, orficles would start frickling in.
In the event that The Chiel Editar finds this
unsafisfactory, several gentle reminders are offen
issued, followed by o stern, coufionary warning that
is naver taken lightly by the rest. A few days lofer,
arficles would start gushing in, although unfortunatealy
in their raw, unedited form.
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Faced with a looming deadline
and a pile of unedited orticles,
many get agitated and andous,
but try nonetheless fo get the
work done. As soon as the
edited aricles come in, more
discussions are held. Friendly
bonter ond light-heorted jokes
are commen during these
discussions. But so ore heated
arguments and ruthless verbal exchange, although
none are token to hear, Comments are given,
teedback is provided and suggestions and
recommendations are made. Meetings like this often
st the whole doy, sometimes until lote evening. Some
sessions hove even denied us weekends with the family,
This goes on unfil we come o an agreement that the
materials are all it for printing.

Tl %

As soon as the colour proof is ready, the aricles go
through a round {somefimes, several rounds) of tedious
scrutiny, Every word is checked for accuracy and
correcinass. Every caption is anclysed. The colour
and controst of every picture is studied. Minor
modifications (if any] are made, and only then are
the materials aopproved for moss printing.
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It is at this point that we begin having sleepless nights. The printing
plates have to reach the production floor at the allocated time. Prior
to that, the printer has to be informed of the whole process and
timeline, so as not to jpopardisa the delivery of the mogazines, wsually
fixed in the first week of the month. The whaola process is fraught with
difficulties and frustration. Sometimes arguments and persistence are
neaded to secure the earliest production slot.

There is no fixed time for the printing work to start - it can be early
in the morning or |ate in the evening. Dashing to the production floar
in the wee hours of the morning is something that we have gotten
used fo, especially when fachnical doubts are raisad by the praduction
operators. When the prinfing is complete, we have to go through that
nail-biting and nerve-wrecking wait as the finished materials go through
the process of trimming and lamination {on covers), followed by

binding, bafora delivery can be made.

Where delivery is concerned, the despatch boy, Ahmad, is the vital
link between the printer and us. He is the one who makes sure that
evarything is deliverad fo us sofe and sound.

There is no greater satistoction than seaing The Leader roll out from
the plant on time and getting e-mails from readers saying that thay've
received their magazines. But bear in mind that as you are reading
the new issua, we ara clready on our journey to produce the next
Leader. 'A

Alae Chin is o designer in Timur Communicolion, he con be confoched o
ales@fimurcsmm.cam,
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Tonjung Tuck

ucked away S5O0 metres off Jalan Sultan Azlan
Shah m Geluger and located along Hilir
Pemancar. Taman Tun Sardon food court fs nor very '§
prominent. It is. however. a bustling marker and
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food i the moming, fr offers an amay of local delfcacies
rhear vou'  definfrely be spoffr for ¢ hoice. Few peopie know thar menibers of

the royal tamily. pelice rop brass and orher public figures are regulars ar
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coming as tar as trom Singapore and Sarawak even Nad Mem packed 1 Although smaller i size thon
fce fo prevent the coconur milk-based pancakes and sauce from muming bead, ﬁ"f"""'m hl:ih; m!l are sill

en rewle fe e afrport

Serabai

Zulkfli Osman  Yong Check Yoon Photogrophs by Yong Check Yoon

The stall that goes by the name Serobai Special sells serobai, o
kind of pancake that is eaten with a thick creamy souce, Here
the seroboi indead sells like hot cokes. Two sisters - Jamaliah
Haossan and Jomilaton Hasson - stort their business of 6.30 om
and usually by 11 am or eadier, they would have colled it a doy.
They are second generation seraboi sellers, having inherited the
35-yaar-old businass from their parents, Hassan Pak Wan Cik
and Zaiten Hossan, 18 yeors ago.

According o Jomaliah, seroboi was tradiionally served 1o family
membars and friends who ottend prayers offerad on the seventh
day of the death of o Muslim. This tredifion is no longer practisad
but the pancoke continues ta be enjoyed, espedially as o delectable
dessert. On a side nofe, the Penong peranokons moke o similar
pancake under the noma of apom bokuo (o corruption of the
name ‘opom berkuoh’ or pancokes with souce). From what we
know, seroboi is o dessert found in the northern stataes.




The Endearing Serabal

Tanjung Tuck

Serabai is mode from a midure of rice flour, yeast, and
waler sooked overnight fo ollow fermentation to occur,
giving the final product a slightly sour foste. Coconut
milk and solt are then stirred in early the next moming
before pouring scoopfuls of this milky white liquid inte
eight circular covities, each about 10 cm in diometer,
of a gas-heated brass mould. A lid is then ploced over
them and the flully pancokes are removed from the
mauld with o spatulo onto a large stainless steel tray
when they are done. By this time, customers are offen
already waiting in the gueuve to be served.

The pancoke is eaten hot after dipping in a thick sauce
prepared from rice flour, coconut milk, and o mixture
of refined cane sugar and brown sugaor.

“We ore oble to sell about 500 pieces of serabai on
weekdoys and double that number on weekends,” said
Jamaliah. “Mondays are our rest day.”

Serabai ore mode using o pon with sight circulor covities

Although the fradition for eafing serobai is no longer
proctised, the scrumptious pancake 13 still being enjoyed
by many. Af least we are heartened to realise that this
poncake is soved from the brink of ‘extinction’ by
paople like Jamaliosh Hossan and Jamilaton Haossan
who popularise the dessert,

Yang Check Yoon i currently an editer in Pejobal Permajuan dan Perfiobungan Alumad (PPPAL LIEM. He con be meoched af
check yoon@yohoo.com, Lulkifli Osmon is cumently o lecturer ot the School of Housing, Building ond Plonning, USM,

He can be reached of sulosmi@usm.my




Highlights

Protected for Life

A mamorandum of understanding waos inked of Anjung Budi betwean
MAA Takaful Berhod (MAAT) and USM on 13 May. This is to pravide
Group Personol Accident Tokoful Scheme to provide profection
covering hospitolisation, permanent disablement and death for ol
new intoke students of 2010/2011 to 2014/2015 batches. Such
insurance scheme hos olso been offered fo shedents over the post
five years,

Tenant (@ USM

Four tenanis ocoupy Rumah Alumni [above Bank Muomalaf) which
is owned by Persatuon Alumni USM. The businesses include HZL
Bersatu Sdn Bhd [prinfing, pholocopying, foxing], Celcom [M) Berhad
[phone and broadband services), Far East Infegroted Enterprise (bus
and air fravel} and Sekoloh Memandu Syowa! {o driving school}.

Postcards to Write

The Pejobot Pemajuon don Perhwbungan Alumni [PPPA) printed 100,000
posteords in February depicling LISM scenes and sent 97,000 of these
to ifs alumni to update their personal information. The responss so for
heos been encalraging.

International Women’s Day 2010

On 10 March the Women's Developmant Research Cantra
[KAMITA) ce'ebrated Infernationa’ Women's Day (WD) at
the Easfin Hote!, Pulau Pinang. KAMITA's directar,
Prof Dafin Rashidah Shuib, representing the Vice-Chancellor
of USM, officioted the event. The highlight of the WD event
wos a forum addressing this year's theme, ‘Equal rights,
equal opportunifies, progress for all’.

Protect Environment says Tan Sri Rozali

Pro-Chancellor, Ton 5ri Rozo'i Ismaoil advised the compus community 1o
ensure that whatever deve'opment wos carried out in USM did not
destroy the environment ond that it should be sustainable in nofure. He
was speaking ot the launching of the ‘Gotong Royong' ot the 250-
hectare LSM Recreafional Park on 21 March,




Highlights

Pro-Chancellor at 412 USM Convocation

The Pro-Choncaliar of Universiti Sains Maloysia [USM), Ton 56 Razali
Ismoil presided over the 419 LISM Convocaofion held af the LISM
Enginearing Campus on 20 March. The Convocaotion ceramony
invalved o fotal of B21 undergroduates and postgroductes.
Date” Boharuddin Zainal, o prominent and disfinguished infellectual
wos conferred the Honorary Dodior of Letters

S5ix Lecturers Honouraed

Eix USM leciurers who were recognised os outstanding researchers
received the “Anugerah Tokoh Sanggar Sanjung’ 2009 af e Sanggor
Lanjung Awards Presentation of the Equatoriol Hotel, Penong on 19
March, The Pro-Chancellor of LISM, Tan S Razali Ismail presented
tha owaords to the recipients. During the fundlion, 120 ocodemic and
odministrative stofl of USM were also honoured for their ochisvernents,
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Oin 26 March, the Minister in the Prime Minister's Departmend, s :
Senator Datuk Ser Idris Jalo presented The Brond Loureake 1y W R_‘\_l
Awards 2009-1010 [the Asia Pocific Bronds Foundation) : ' N

1o USM for its corporate branding. This is the second fime
in a row that LISM has clinched the awand.

Seeking the Right Chemistry

Charmistry Alumni Associofion (CAA) held a saries of folks about
seeking employment affer groduation and o'so arganised eight
companies fo conduct job inferviews for its members on 12
and 13 May al the Schoal of Chemistry. This is the first time
that CAA arranged job inferview opperunity for ifs members,

NE

Text by Sow Cheang Kee, Shorifoh Dorweeno ond Yong Check Yoon
| 51 Photographs by Pairus Md lsa, Yorg Check Yoon and Hamima Dana Mushafa,



Keeping Trock

Zaino| Abidin Wan Mohd Sharif Wan Ali  Abdul Satar Mohamed Tan Suan Gaik
Ahmod Shariff B 5c 719 B. App. 5. “Bd B. 5c."#1

B, Humanitees "/5 Geaphysical Consultant, Direcior of Metwork, Country Manogar,
Artied, Petronas Corigoli Sdn Bhd, Calcam Azicla Bhd, Perkin Elmer 5dn Bhd,
Kuala Lumpur Euala Lumpis Selongor aelangor

e

Yenu Gopal Kuniji Razhida Sulaiman Emily Chua Siok Lion Teh Al Les
Krishna Fillai B. Mgmi. 93 B. Soc. Sc. P4 B. 5c. 94

B. Soc. 5¢. 27 Cﬂrmrl REEIﬂErEd Finarcia F'h:mn:r. S[:nn;,rﬂglﬁ Engimw.
Haad, Project Devalopment, Va'lay Residertial Sericas, Kuala Lumpur Parkin Elmar Sdn Bhd,
Genenal Adminisration Washington, Myau Finong
Dapartmant, LSA

Bank Simpanon Maslional,

fuala Lumpur

Yeow Liong Ming Hanif drus Eunice Hong Poh Teng Chan Yew Ling

B 5c. 07 B Sae Se "BH B. 5o S5e ‘00 B. 5c. "0

General Manoger, Senior Supenisos, Consultant, Senior Manogar,
Acumen Sclenific Sdn Bhd, TKR Manufacuring (M) Sdn Bhd,  Efige Insumance, Fuemakillo (M) Barhad,
Puau Finong Melgko Pulow Pinang Pulau Finong

Ifr?



Keeping Trock

Joce Lim Seck Kheng Moor Azling Mozlon

B. Soc. 5c. 00 2 Eng. [fu'k;l'luriul and

Linét Manager, Mireral Resaurces] 00

Etigo Irsurence, Assistant Vice President,

Pulau Pinong Medini skandar Malaysa Sdn Bhd,
Johar

3

Engku Mor Lydiowati

Chong Yuon Pin

B. Comm. "0é C E Mohd Ghazali

Mogician, i 5. 06

Migisc Enbarprise, Aszisfant Manoger,

Puigu Finang Regancy Auto Parts ond
Services Sdn Bhd,
Terangganu

Elio Suhaily Md Yocob
B. Tech. 02

Entrepreneur,

EZ Sign Resources,

i b negor
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: f
el
Mohd Faiz Pahmi
B. App. Sc. ‘07
Suparvisor,
The Club
af the >oujane Hole,
K.'unln LLII‘|1F|L|r

|

Morarura Anuar

B 5c. ‘02

Tizzyue Culhurist,

Appled Agricutuml Rescurces
Sdn Bhd,

Smangor

Tan Ying Ying
B. Acc. ‘07
Tuition Teaschar

¥ Tan Tudion,
Puigu Finang

Kathleen Mujon Mandong Andy Siti Murhidayah
B. 5c. (HBF) ‘07 Rahim

Axzizhanl 5-u|:rl:h:|r'|l.. B """lE""I' ‘a7

Finance Depariment, Simgear,

‘Warks Minisiry, Pulou Finong

Euala Lumpur

Charlotte Monhero
B, Comm. 08

Public Ralotions Cificar,
Dorzatt lohor Hotel,
Johor

Tengkwu Mohd Hozimi
Tuon Hossan

B. 5c. ‘08

Scimnca Officer,

Minlstey of Sclanca,
Technology and Innovatian,
Puirapayo

Compiled by Mor Rafizah Md Zain, All information are ap provided by the alumnl, We welcome updoles,
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